
Internet Law’s 
Interdisciplinary Gap?



Motivation
Internet Law scholars must meaningfully engage with technology. 
How do they perform this commitment?



Citation patterns might offer a glimpse. I propose three measures 
for evaluating Internet Law’s interdisciplinary work: citation 
mix,  citation distribution, and   citation timeliness.  I aim to 
identify and showcase archetypes or styles of Internet Law writing 
across a large body of Internet Law scholarship.
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Computing as Rebuttal

Doomed to be shallow...the worst of both 

worlds...the cross-sterilization of ideas."

— Judge Frank Easterbrook

...we encountered misconceptions about 

software, APIs, and compatibility. We suspect 

that Oracle’s lawyers introduced most of these 

misconceptions for strategic reasons...

— Joshua Bloch and Pamela Samuelson  (2022)



Computing as Synecdoche

The trouble with technology—and hence law 

and technology scholarship—is that truly novel 

affordances tend to invite reexamination of how 

we live.

— Ryan Calo



Can we capture these approaches 
bibliometrically?



Method



Methods

U.S. legal scholarship is weird. It is weird in many ways: 

articles are very long, footnotes are innumerable, and 

the article selection process is unlike any other.

—Jonathan I. Tietz and Nicholson Price II (Acknowledgements as a Windows into Legal 
Academia)



Dataset by the numbers

183
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313,874,435



Three-stage LLM pipeline



Analysis



Preliminary Results







Next steps



How do Internet Law articles compare to other 
interdisciplinary law fields on these measures?



Are there trends over time?



What might be better measures for 
interdisciplinarity?


Next steps



Questions?



Which Law Articles “read” 
the closest to CS?

Journal A →   → Journal C

Journal A →  → Journal C



Journals that function similarly in a trail will have similar 
representations, measured by cosine similarity.


Journal X
Journal Y

Hao Peng et al. ,Neural embeddings of scholarly 
periodicals reveal complex disciplinary 
organizations.Sci. Adv.7,eabb9004(2021).


